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ables, may be thus accounted for. The unknown mask
would be the decoy, disguised as pandar. The murder of
the bully speaks of more assassins than one.
Then, did not Orsini strike at the heart of the Pope in
the slaughter of His eldest son?
At all events, no formal accusation of the guilt of this
most foul and treacherous crime has ever been laid against
Cardinal Cesare (detto Borgia). There is absolutely no evi-
dence against him—only suspicion, rumour and conjecture.
And the three spring from a tainted source—the lair of
the Bear—Orsini.
Plans for the settlement of the Romagna had to be set
aside. The affair of Fra Girolamo Savonarola monopolized
the attention of the moment.
That Friar began the year 1498 by preaching a fierce
defence of his disobedience to the inhibition and to the
sentence of excommunication; and by a frenetic onslaught
on the Roman as distinguished from the Tuscan clergy.
The Lord Alexander P.P. VI, the acknowledged Head of
the Christian Church, (indeed He was the only repre-
sentative of Christianity in Authority at that time) found
Himself in the position of a commander-in-chief dealing
with a mutinous mad sergeant whom captains, colonels, and
generals have failed to reduce to order. The Pope's
moderation and long-suffering, prior to his allowing the
law to take its course, are perfectly marvellous. Fra Giro-
lamo had been in a state of mutiny for more than four
years. Preaching the duty of obedience, he would not prac-
tise it. He was totally insensible to the many graces with
which he had been indulged; and he met all overtures for
peace with evasion or with insolence. After all, he was "a
man under authority," under authority to which volun-
tarily he had vowed, and refused, submission while admit-
ting the right of that authority to claim it:—an anomalous

